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Serving  Sandy  survivors 


VOLUNTEER  SERVICE  -  Brenda  Mancilla  (left),  a  atudent  atWinthrop  University  in  Rock  Hill, 
S  C  and  Bianca  Rivers,  a  student  at  South  Carolina  State  University  in  Orangeberg,  S.C..  toss 
debris  from  a  Staten  Island  home  in  New  York  City  into  a  dumpster  as  part  of  mud-out  efforts  by 
Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  volunteers  in  response  to  Hurricane  Sandy.  (BP  photo) 

Call  made  for  student  volunteers  to 
help  with  Hurricane  Sandy  Rebuild 


STATEN  ISLAND  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  When  col¬ 
lege  students  return  to  Staten 
Island  over  Christmas  break 
this  year,  some  of  them  might 
cross  paths  with  Frank  Primi- 
ani,  a  resident  and  Hurricane 
Sandy  survivor  who  benefited 
from  the  work  of  Baptist  stu¬ 
dents  on  Spring  Break  earlier 
in  2013. 

However,  they  won’t  find  the 
same  Frank  Primiani  who  met 
those  earlier  student  volunteers. 


On  the  web 

To  learn  more  about  the  stu¬ 
dent  project,  visit  http://www 
namb.net/Sandy/ 

Following  the  storm's  dev¬ 
astation,  Primiani  felt  hope¬ 
less.  He  said  he  was  over¬ 
whelmed  with  a  recent  cancer 
diagnosis,  the  powerful  hur¬ 
ricane's  damage  to  his  home, 
and  with  caring  for  his  mother. 

‘I  cried  out  to  God  for  help 


Baptists  on  scene  of 
Philippines  typhoon; 
assessment  ongoing 


CEBU  CITY,  Philippines  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  Disaster 
relief  teams  are  mounting  a 
rapid-response  assessment  in 
the  aftermath  of  Typhoon  Hai- 


and  He  answered  me  by  bring¬ 
ing  Gene  Cole  and  his  crew  to 
help  me,”  Primiani  said. 

In  March,  Southern  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  (SBDR)  team 
leader  Gene  Cole  from  Deer 
Lodge,  Tn.,  and  several  colle¬ 
giate  volunteer  teams  arrived 
at  Primiani’s  house  to  hang 
sheetrock  and  install  insula¬ 
tion.  They  were  part  of  SBDR's 
■M  SANDY  on  p.  6 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  task 
force  will  operate  in  concert 
with  other  members  of  SBDR 
for  the  most  effective  response, 
he  gitrl 

International  Mission  Board 


an  Nov.  7.  Itemize  caused  by 
the  storm,  described  as  the 
largest  on  record  worldwide,  is 
expected  to  be  catastrophic. 

More  than  120,000  people 
were  evacuated  ahead  of  the 
storm.  Government  agencies 
are  conducting  continuous 
search-and-rescue  activities, 
and  a  top  priority  has  been 
placed  on  restoring  power  and 
communications  in  the  area. 

Stockpiles  of  relief  supplies 
were  moved  into  position  be¬ 
fore  the  storm  to  speed  up  the 
response  effort,  said  Pat  Mel- 
ancon,  managing  director  of 
disaster  response  and  training 
for  Baptist  Global  Response 
(BGR),  who  is  monitoring  re¬ 
ports  from  the  region. 

Relief  efforts  already  were 
underway  in  the  typhoon  area 
because  of  a  7.2-magnitude 
earthquake  that  struck  die  is¬ 
lands  of  Cebu  and  Bohol  on 
Oct  15.  Those  relief  efforts  are 
being  suspended  until  storm 
relief  needs  can  be  assessed. 

Jeff  Palmer,  BGR’s  execu¬ 
tive  director,  asked  Southern 
Baptists  to  pray  for  families 
affected  by  the  storm  and 
those  who  will  be  engaging 
the  relief  effort. 

Don  Gann,  consultant  in  the 
Men's  Ministry  Department  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  in  Jackson,  said  Nov. 
11  that  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Task  Force  is  in 
contact  with  Southern  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  (SBDR)  official 
and  awaiting  results  of  the  ini¬ 
tial  assessment. 


Filipino  city  when  they  heard 
the  news  mat  their  home  in 
Tadoban  City  on  the  island  of 
Leyte  was  in  the  path  of  Ty¬ 
phoon  Haiyan. 

Stan  ana  Dottie  Smith,  who 
live  on  the  island  of  Cebu  and  su¬ 
pervise  the  Millers'  work,  asked 
the  Millers  about  delaying  their 
return  since  their  area  would  be 
the  hardest  hit  The  Millers  said 
they  felt  they  needed  to  be  with 
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Prison  move  worsens  situation  for  American  pastor 


TEHRAN,  Iran  (BP  and  local  reports) 

—  The  life  of  American  pastor  Saeed 
Abedini  is  “directly  at  risk’'  after  he  was 
transferred  Nov.  3  to  an  “even  more  dan¬ 
gerous"  Iranian  prison,  according  to  Jay 
Sekulow,  chief  counsel  of  the  American 
Center  for  Law  and  Justice  (ACLJ)  and 
the  lead  attorney  for  Adedini's  family  in 
the  U.S. 

“Rajai  Shahr  Prison  is  where  prison¬ 
ers  are  sent  to  disappear.  Many  are  mur¬ 


dered  at  the  hands  of  other  pris¬ 
oners,”  Sekulow  said. 

Abedini’s  move  to  Rajai 
Shahr  Prison,  where  he  is  being 
held  in  a  cellblock  with  murder¬ 
ers  and  rapists  ,  came  on  the  In¬ 
ternationa)  Day  of  Prayer  for  the 
Persecuted  Church.  It  also  came 
two  days  after  four  U.S.  Senators 
proposed  a  bipartisan  resolu¬ 
tion  calling  “on  the  Government  ABEDINI 


of  Iran  to  immediately  release 
Saeed  Abedini  and  all  other  in¬ 
dividuals  detained  on  account  of 
their  religious  beliefs." 

One  of  those  other  individu¬ 
als  is  Iranian  pastor  Behnam 
Irani,  who  has  served  nearly 
900  days  in  prison,  according 
to  World  News  Service.  Irani, 


to  World  News  Ser 
charged  with  holdi 
services  and  sharing 


;  church 
c  Gospel 


with  Muslims,  has  four  years  remaining 
on  his  sentence.  While  in  prison,  he  has 
suffered  from  major  health  issues  with¬ 
out  adequate  medical  treatment. 

In  September,  Trani’s  attorney  ap¬ 
pealed  his  prison  sentence.  Iranian 
authorities  had  granted  freedom  to  11 
prisoners  of  conscience,  and  the  pastor 
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Report:  why  casinos  matter 


be  Council  on  Casinos,  a  group 
dedicated  to  fighting  the  spread  of 
gambling  in  America,  has  released 


a  report  entitled.  Why  Casinos  Matter 

(americanvahies.org/pdfe/Why-Casinos- 

Matter.pdf).  Here  are  various  facets  of  the 
report,  released  in  late  September,  that  you 
should  know  about  casinos  and  gambling: 

■  Throughout  most  of  the  20th  century, 


Guest  opinion 

with  Joe  Carter 


in  the  U.S.  existed  in 


State  of  Nevada  and 


onSy  two  locations: 


Beeinnine  in  the  1990s,  casinos  spread  ■  Problem  gamblers  account  for  40%  to 

acrossthe  nation  at  an  accelerating  pace.  60%  of  slot  machine  revenues,  according 

Today,  23  states  including  Mississippi  to  studies  conducted  over  the  past  decade 

have  commercial  casinos,  a  category  which  or  so. 

include-  land-based,  riverboat,  dockside  ■  A  large-scale  study  in  2004  found  that 

and  racetrack  casinos,  not  counting  those  on  people  who  live  within  10  miles  of  a  casino 
Native  American  lands.  have  twice  the  rate  of  pathological  and  prob- 

In  the  Northeast  and  mid-Atlantic  states,  lem  gambling  as  those  who  do  not. 
nearly  every  adult  now  lives  within  a  short  ■  A  study  of  members  of  Gamblers  Anon- 

drive  of  a  casino.  ymous  found  that  upwards  of  26%  have 

■  Unlike  the  old  Vegas-style  resorts,  gambling-related  divorces  or  separations, 
the  new  regional  casinos  depend  deci-  ■  A  study  that  looked  at  the  spread  of  ca- 

sively  on  attracting  gamblers  who  live  in  sino  gambling  in  300  Metropolitan  Statisti- 
the  region ,  return  frequently,  and  play  cal  Areas  found  that  the  presence  of  a  casino 
modem  slot  machines.  reduces  voluntarism,  civic  participation. 

In  1978,  there  were  virtually  no  legal  slot  family  stability,  and  other  forms  of  social 

machines  in  the  United  States  outside  Ne-  capital  within  15  miles  of  a  community 
vada.  By  2010,  there  were  about  947,000.  In  wj,ere  jt  fa  located. 

2013,  the  percentage  of  casinos'  total  mm-  ■  Casino  gambling  once  was  a  largely  up- 
bling  revenue  deriving  from  slot-machines  per-class  activity.  Today,  low-income  work- 


Farewell,  Thanksgiving? 


observance  of  Thanksgiving  in 
America.  Regardless  of  the  politi¬ 
cal  meddling,  Thanksgiving  was 
always  mea,  t  to  be  a  aay  set  aside 
to  give  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for 
taking  such  good  care  of  us.  That's 
the  way  it  should  be,  but  that’s  not 
the  way  it  is. 

Halloween  gets  more  recognition 
than  Thanksgiving  in  contemporary 
America.  Christmas  decorations  be- 

tin  going  up  at  the  local  mall  on  the 
ay  after  Labor  Day  in  September. 
Television  commercials  are  saturat¬ 
ed  with  Christmas-themed  sales  be¬ 
fore  the  first  of  October.  Now  come 
announcements  that  the  big  chain 
stores  will  open  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  so  the  most  avid  shoppers  can 
get  a  head  start  on  Black  Friday  the 
next  day. 

Wal-Mart  will  open  two  hours 
earlier  this  Thanksgiving  Day  than 
i  the  last  year.  Target  stores  will  be  open 
stop  for  business  from  8  p.m.  to  11:59 

p.m.  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  Ditto  for 
Sears,  Macy's,  Kohl’s,  and  Penney 's. 
K-Mart  appears  to  be  the  winner, 
however,  opening  at  6  a.m.  on 
Thanksgiving  Day. 

That  says  something  about 
corporate  America,  but  what  does 
it  say  about  us?  After  all,  corporate 
America  merely  bends  to  the  wishes 
of  the  purchasing  public.  If  there 
weren’t  people  in  the  stores  —  lots 

_ _  _  _  of  people  —  there  wouldn’t  be  a  rea- 

sion  when  he  proclaimed  the  first  son  to  open  on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

national  Thanksgiving  to  be  held  If  only  the  Christian  segment  of  the 

November  26, 1789  —  *...  a  day  of  population  stayed  away  to  honor  the 
public  thanksgiving  and  prayer  to  sanctity  of  the  day,  there  would  be 
be  observed  by  acknowledging  with  no  reason  to  open  the  stores, 
grateful  hearts  the  many  and  signal  If  only  the  Baptists  in  Mississippi 
favours  of  Almighty  God.”  would  refuse  to  shop  on  Thanksgiv- 

Some  states  still  celebrated  ing  Day,  there  would  be  no  reason 

Thanksgiving  according  to  local  cus-  to  open  the  stores  here, 
tom  ao  President  Abraham  Lincoln  We’ve  been  tested  before,  and 
in  1863  formally  pegged  the  obser-  were  found  wanting.  When  Mis- 
vance  to  the  final  Thursday  in  No-  sissippi’s  so-called  blue  laws  were 


lhanksgiving  is  just  around 


Ithe  corner.  Oops...  shouldn’t 
that  be  Christmas  is  just 
around  the  corner?  Judging  by 
modem  culture,  the  correct  an¬ 
swer  is  Christmas. 

While  pagan  societies  and  reli- 

tious  traditions  have  had  special 
ays  reserved  for  thanks  and  feast¬ 
ing  going  back  thousands  of  years, 
Thanksgiving  is  a  uniquely  Ameri¬ 
can  holiday.  (Canada  observes  its 
own  Thanksgiving,  with  a  different 
history  than  the  U.S.  commemora¬ 
tion,  on  the  second  Monday 
in  October.) 

The  early  history  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  holiday  is  clouded  by  folk  tales 
and  boosterism,  but  there  is  no 
debate  that  the  first  observance 
centered  on  God  and  giving  thanks 
for  His  provisions.  Life  was  a  lot 
harder  back  then,  and  the  early  oc¬ 
cupants  of  what  would  become  “ 

U  .8.  obviously  felt  the  need  to  1 
(or  a  day  and  thank  Cod  (or  what 
He  had  done  for  them  during  the 
year  just  passed. 

The  concept  of  Thanksgiving 
began  to  take  hold  but  bounced 
around  for  many  years,  being  de¬ 
clared  to  occur  on  certain  days  by 
any  number  of  political  and  reli¬ 
gious  leaders.  It  wasn't  even  called 
Thanksgiving  in  some  cases. 

President  George  Washington 
finally  cleared  away  the  contu- 


is  estimated  at  62%  to  80%,  with“racinos  ers>  retirees,  minorities,  and  the  disabled 
( racetrack  casinos)  getting  90%  of  their  take  disproportionately  large  shares  of 

from  slots.  regional  casino  patrons. 

■  Modem  slot  machines  are  pro-  p  States  typically  legalize  casino  gam- 

grammed  for  fast,  continuous  and  bling  by  changing  state  constitutions. 


j  .  bling  by  changing  state  constitutions. 

repeat  betting.  _ _ . _ -  „  States  create  regional  monopolies  for 

Pfeyera  tnaert  plastic,  the  casinos.  They  regulate  lightly  and 

puttonsor  touch  a  screen  ^ther  tha  p  often  in  ways  that  discriminate  against 

other  legal  finesses.  They  rescue  casi- 
on  multiple  lines  that  spin  across  a  screen  nos  frt)m  bankruptcy, 
with  each  rapid  tap  of  tne  button.  1°  short,  without  the  legal,  admin- 

The  laws  of  pure  chance  or  probability  istrative,  regulatory  and  promotional 

no  longer  dictate  wins  and  losses  on  slot  advantages  provided  by  state  govem- 

machines.  Modem  slots  are  hooked  up  to  a  ments,  casinos  would  not  be  spreadi  ng 
central  server  that  collects  player  informa-  into  mainstream  American  life  as  they  are 
tion,  preferences,  and  speed  of  play,  and  has  today  and  would  likely  still  exist  only  on 
the  capacity  to  program  each  machine  to  the  fringes  of  the  society, 
each  players  style. 

The  trend  in  slot  design  is  to  provide  a  Carter  is  director  of  communications  far 

slow  and  smooth  “ride,"  with  small  wins  the  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  Commission 
that  are  less  than  the  amount  bet  but  none-  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Nash- 
theless  encourage  repeat  bets  and  prolonged  ville.  His  commentary  appears  here  cour- 
time  on  machine.  tesy  of  Baptist  Press. 
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Church  planting  enters  next 
phase  with  NAMB  training 


November  5 
elections  see 
conservatives 
lose  ground 

NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Despite  a  decisive 
re-election  victory  by  moder¬ 
ate  Republican  New  Jersey 
Gov.  Chris  Christie,  elections 
on  Nov.  5  marked  a  variety  of 
losses  for  social  conservatives. 

In  Virginia,  Terry  McAu- 
liffe,  former  head  of  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  National  Committee 
and  confidante  of  former  U.S. 
President  Bill  Clinton,  edged 
Republican  state  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  Ken  Cuccinelli  by  a  48% 
to  46%  vote,  with  Libertarian 
Robert  Sarvis  capturing  just 
over  six  percent  of  the  vote. 

The  Washington  Post  edito¬ 
rialized,  “Virginia  isn’t  for  so¬ 
cial  conservatives." 

In  New  Jersey,  Christie 
won  with  more  than  60%  of 
the  vote  against  Democrat 
State  Sen.  Barbara  Buono,  de¬ 
spite  holding  positions  that 
are  more  moderate  than  most 
of  the  state's  liberal  voters 
on  same-sex  marriage  and 
abortion. 

Christie  is  believed 
to  be  a  frontrunner  for 
the  2016  Republican  presiden¬ 
tial  nomination. 

New  York  City  voters  elected 
Bill  De  Blasio,  a  socialist  and 
former  city  council  member, 
as  the  first  Democrat  mayor 
since  1989.  “The  people  have- 
chosen  a  progressive  path  and 
tonight  we  set  forth  on  it,^  to¬ 
gether,  as  one  New  York,"  he 
said,  according  to  USA  Today. 

Portland,  Maine,  voters 
legalized  possession  of  2.5 
ounces  of  marijuana  by  adults 
21  and  older  by  a  two-thirds 
margin.  Buying,  selling,  us¬ 
ing  and  possessing  marijuana 
remain  illegal  under  state  and 
federal  law. 

Three  Michigan  cities  — 
Lansing,  Ferndale,  and  Jack- 
son  —  also  voted  to  remove 
legal  penalties  for  marijuana 
possession  by  adults.  State  law 
still  bars  marijuana  use  and 
possession  though.  Colorado 
voters  approved  a  25%  tax  on 
legal  marijuana  sales,  follow¬ 
ing  last  year's  vote  to  legalize 
the  drug  statewide. 

New  York’s  casino  gambling 
amendment,  which  passed 
with  a  57%  majority  vote,  al¬ 
lows  up  to  seven  new  full-scale 
casinos  in  the  state.  Initially 
only  four  new  casinos  will  be 
permitted,  all  in  the  upstate 
region,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times. 

New  York  already  has  five 
Native  American  casinos  and 
nine  slot  machine  parlors 
at  racetracks. 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Steve  Gal- 
limore  already  knew  how  ef¬ 
fective  church  planting  can  be 
in  reaching  people  with  the 
Gospel  when  he  arrived  for 
Churches  Planting  Churches 
Training  (CPCT)  -  but  when 
he  completed  CPCT  training 
the  next  day,  Gallimore  be¬ 
lieved  he  now  had  a  workable 
plan  to  start  new  churches  in 
three  neighboring  counties  in 
need  of  churches. 

CPCT,  sponsored  by  the 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  Alpharetta. 
Ga.,  is  designed  to  address  con¬ 
cerns  churches  may  encounter 
when  deciding  to  plant.  CPCT 
gives  every  attending  church 
team  the  opportunity  to  de¬ 
velop  and  get  feedback  to  their 
plan  for  starting  a  new  church. 

"The  second  day  of  the  train¬ 
ing  we  began  to  design  plans 
and  began  to  envision  how  we 
could  implement  those  plans,” 
Gallimore  said  of  the  sessions  at 
the  Nashvil^area  Brentwood 
Church  in  mid-August.  “I  think 
that’s  what  is  missing  so  often 
in  other  conferences.  They  have 
the  ’let’s  go  out  and  get  them,’ 
but  you  don’t  actually  get  the 
pick,’  the  ax,  and  the  shovel  out 
and  start  building  the  founda¬ 
tion.  We  actually  presented  our 
plan  for  planting  a  church. 

“You  don’t  just  come  away 
with  ideas.  You  come  aw-ay  with 
a  plan." 

Thirteen  years  ago  Galli- 


more  planted  Tennessee  Val¬ 
ley  Community  Church  in  rural 
Paris,  Tn.,  to  reach  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  unchurched.  The  church 
plant  has  grown  to  more  than 
750  in  attendance  and  baptized 

45r£3£e‘in  part  to  CPCT, 
Tennessee  Valley  Community 
Church  now  plans  to  start  new 
churches  in  three  neighbor¬ 
ing  counties  where  nearly  170 
members  and  church  attend¬ 
ees  live.  Gallimore  came  to  the 
CPCT  training  with  the  vague 
thought  to  plant 
one  church  in  the 
area.  He  left  with 
concrete  plans  to 
start  three. 

CPCT  is  a  key 
part  of  NAMB’s 
strategy  to  en¬ 
courage  and  help 
Southern  Baptists 
start  15,000  new 
churches  during 
the  next  decade.  In  bringing  the 
training  to  churches,  local  asso¬ 
ciations,  and  state  conventions, 
NAMB  usually  holds  CPCT  ses¬ 
sions  in  church  settings. 

While  the  training  encourag¬ 
es  churches  to  consider  plant¬ 
ing  anywhere  there  is  a  need,  it 
focuses  on  preparing  churches 
to  plant  in  the  underserved  ar¬ 
eas  of  North  America,  particu¬ 
larly  NAMB’s  32  Send  North 
America  cities  of  key  metro 
areas  across  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

CPCT  covers  the  biblical 


basis  for  why  North  Ameri¬ 
ca  needs  more  churches  and 
provides  practical  coaching 
as  churches  develop  their 
own  plans.  The  training  helps 
pastors  and  church  leaders 
learn  to  answer  objections  to 
church  planting,  avoid  com¬ 
mon  mistakes  as  a  parent  of  a 
new  church,  and  find  a  church 
planter  (inside  or  outside  of 
the  church). 

NAMB  considers  the  train¬ 
ing  a  critical  next  step  once 
churches  accept  God  s  call 
to  plant.  "It’s  a 
great  tool  for  any 
church  desiringto 
be  a  supporting, 
sending  or  mul¬ 
tiplying  church," 
said  Shane  Crits- 
er,  NAMB’s  team 
leader  for  church 
and  missionary 
discovers.  “It’s 
absolutely  worth 
a  leader's  time  to  attend." 

Bob  Low-man,  director  of 
missions  for  the  130-church 
Metrolina  Association  in  Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.,  said  the  training, 
which  his  association  hosted  in 
June,  played  a  key  part  in  the 
association's  efforts  to  plant 
more  churches. 

The  best  method  of  plant¬ 
ing  churches  is  for  churches  to 
plant  churches."  Lowman  said. 
“We  need  to  be  about  multipli¬ 
cation  if  we  are  goitfg  to  reach 
the  community  around  us  and 
the  culture  we  live  in.  That 


mindset  is  important,  and  the 

CPCT  helped  us  grasp  that  in  a 
more  significant  way. 

In  addition  to  local  church¬ 
es,  staff  from  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina 
and  the  South  Carolina  Baptist 
Convention  attended  the  ses¬ 
sions.  Bv  the  first  few  months 
of  next  year,  the  Metrolina  as¬ 
sociation  plans  to  hold  several 
shorter  CPCT  sessions  -  each 
just  a  few  hours  long  —  that  will 
preview  at  least  one  extended 
training  session. 

The  Alabama  Baptist  State 
Board  of  Missions  also  has 
made  the  training  a  key  part 
of  its  efforts,  Lamar  Duke,  the 
convention's  lead  church  plant¬ 
ing  strategist,  said  Alabama 
convention  hosts  regular  "Basil- 
Training"  for  church  planters 
throughout  the  state. 

He  is  working  toward  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  20  CPCT  trainers  avail¬ 
able  to  help  churches  learn  how 
to  be  effective  “mother  church¬ 
es,”  with  a  goal  of  at  least  150 
sending  churches  to  be  trained 
through  CPCT  next  year. 

"We’re  get  ting  some  momen¬ 
tum  toward  church  planting  in 
Alabama,  ”  Duke  said,  “but  we 
need  the  sending  churches  to 
come  alongside  of  these  church 
plants  so  planting  can_  happen 
in  a  more  healthy  way." 

To  find  out  more  about 
Churches  Planting  Churches 
Training,  including  future 
dates  and  locations,  visit  namb. 
net/CPCT. 


To  find  out  more 
about  Churches 
Planting  Churches 
Training,  including 
future  dates  and 
locations,  visit 
namb.net/CPCT 
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Thirdly,  consider  the  faith 
that  sets  Christianity  apart  from 
all  other  religions.  The  more  you 
learn  about  world  religions  the  more 
you  will  understand  that  there  are 
some  with  good  qualities  and  some 
not  so  good  but  nearly  without  ex¬ 
ception  they  require  you  to  live  up  to 
some  standard  of  walk  and  lifestyle 
that  enables  you  to  attain  rightness 
before  God  and  eternal  life.  The  prob¬ 
lem  is  that  regardless  of  how  good  you 
live  you  cannot  undo  one  sin.  All  of 


had  just  finished  the  funeral  and 

.  •  e  r  .L  » _ I 


the  goodness  does  not  overcome  one 


sin.  Our  God  made  all  of  the  provi¬ 
sions  for  our  sins  to  be  paid  for  and 
forgiven  if  we  would  trust  Him.  Ro¬ 
mans  10:9  says,  “If  thou  shall  confess 
with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God 
hath  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  thou 
shalt  be  saved.”  If  you  trust  that  God 
has  made  the  provisions  and  as  a  sin-" 
ner  you  claim  Him  as  your  Lord,  He 
will  save  you.  It  is  all  by  faith  and  not 
by  works.  It  is  not  payments  that  you 
may  make  and  it  is  not  a  host  of  good 
deeds.  It  is  by  trusting  God. 

A  final  consideration  I  would 
suggest  that  needs  to  be  closely 
studied  is  the  future  life  —  heav¬ 
en,  hell,  and  eternity.  All  of  those 
things  in  the  Christian  faith  continue 
to  be  centered  in  Christ  Jesus.  He 
saves  us,  walks  with  us,  and  He  Himself 
anchors  our  lives  forever.  Other  reli¬ 
gions  may  have  some  hope  of  attaining 
life's  pleasures  multiplied  many  times 
over  or  a  thought  of  returning  in  some 
reincarnated  state  in  a  higher  or  lower 
species  of  animal.  Our  Lord  simply 
says,  “And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 
you  unto  myself,  that  where  I  am.  there 
you  mav  be  also”  (John  14:3).  Here  is 
the  undisputable  fact.  Jesus  the  Christ, 
the  Lord  and  the  Savior,  is  actually  the 
only  One  who  fits.  He  fits  us.  He  fits 
our  every  need  and  He  fits  our  heart  s 
desire  today.  My  prayer  for  you  is  that 
you  know  Him  and  you  will  enjoy  this 
day  walking  with  Him. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directions@mbcb.org. 


Religion  Shopping 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Camp  Creak  Church,  er,  Calvary  Church  Choir, 

G untown:  Homecoming,  music;  Tues.,  7  p.m.,  John 

Nov.  17;  service,  11  a.m.,  fol-  Thomas,  speaker;  Morrison 
lowed  by  lunch;  Chad  Hig-  Chapel  Church  Choir,  music; 
gins,  pastor.  J.B.  Hayes,  Jr.,  pastor. 

►  Providence  Church,  ►  Pleasant  Ridge  Church. 
Cleveland:  Revival,  Nov.  17  Union  County:  Revival, 
-19:  Sun,  11  a.m.;  Tommy  Nov.  17,  24,  Dec.  1, 8,  Sunday 
Williamson,  speaker;  Rich-  mornings;  Kermit  McGregor, 
ard  Webster,  music:  Mon.,  7  Rex  Yancey,  Jimmy  Porter, 
p.m.;  Lany  Braswell,  speak-  and  Jim  Futral,  speakers. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
nwvs  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
eiectromcalty  to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed.  AH  articles  must  be 
received  m  writing;  no  articies  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  m  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 


via  e-mail,  a  attac!  merits  in  JPEG  format  Hard 
copy  photogiaphs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape,  building-,  or 
ob|ect-onty  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropnate  gestures 
snd  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable. 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items 
and/or  photographs  will  be  published,  and 
unsolicited  material  will  not  be  acknowledged 
All  news  items  are  subtect  to  editing,  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is 
one  week  prior  to  requested  publication  date 
Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  bear.  These 
guidelines  are  not  meant  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record,  P.0.  Box 
630.  Jackson.  MS  39206-0630  FAX.  (601)  292- 
3330.  E-mail:  baptiatteconMmbcb.org 


MSA  udio  LLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

infofdimsaudiol Ic  com 


P.O.  Box  I57S  Ph  601-923-9947 

Clinton.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 
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2014  STATE  E-VANG 
January  26-27,  2014 
Northcrest 
Baptist  Church, 
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MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
STUDENT  MISSIONS 
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FOR  WE  CANNOT  r 
.  .  HAVE  SEEh 


>.>ACTS  4:20 


DECEMBER  30-31.  miSSISSIPPI  COLLEGE. 
REGISTRATION  BEGINS  IDONORY.  DEC.  30.  RT  1:30  P  M. 
CHALLENGE  CONCLUDES  RT  12:30  P.M.  DEC.  31 

by  **  Ev-  t  IV"  CV-pjrtr.inf  oHbr 


i  BE  A  20144SUMMER  MISSIONARY 

- www.missionsnow.net  - 

For  more  information  contact  the  Collegiate  Ministry  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at  601-292-3299. 
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2014  DIARY  HEALTH 
IMPROVEMENT 
CALENDAR 

DAILY  RISE  UP  IN  CHRISTI 

Discover  daily  listing*  of  activities  and 
scriptures  in  the  2014  Diary  to 
develop  your. 

•  Physical  Health 

•  Spiritual  Health 

•  Intellectual  Health 

•  Emotional  Health 

Enjoy  a  year  of  being  alive  and  well 
in  Christl 
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NNTNCMST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MERCIAN 
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'  ser»o  rny  donation  ’  Make  your  check 
^BCB  Mxi  designate  yoo<  check  to  The 
t  i 'd  mail  to  Wens  Knotty.  PO  0o»  I 

vai'sbte  we  w«N  send  a  gih  certificate 
'  wife*  Often  they  go  without  thing* 

'  or  need  to  support  the»r  husbands 
'*•  *  wonderful  way  to  show  them 


74fe  t*S>  e«t  335. 


IGNITE 

SM&  ■ 


Laurel,  as  they  send 
a  worker  tc  ferya  in 
November, 


Pray  for  Raymond  & 
Cynthia  Hodgins. 

missionaries  ministering 
to  Deaf  Peoples  througr 
sports  evangelism, 
church/home  outreach 
&  evangelism 


•  Pray  for:  Earl  &  Ramo¬ 
na  Hewitt;  missionaries 

mtniaennglp  Sub-Sa¬ 
haran  Afric*i  Peoples 
through  medicine, 

.  church/home  outreach 
4  evangelism 


Pray  for  a  team  from  the 

Metro  Association  go¬ 
ing  to  SE  Asia  for  teach¬ 
ing.  1 1/19-12/13 


Pray  for  Clarence 


Pray  for  Lew  &  Brandi 
Johnson,  missionaries 
ministering  to  European 
Peoples 


Pray  for  Tony  4  Deni ta 
Inmon.  missionanes 
ministering  to  American 
Peoples  through  church 
planting  4  church/home 
outreach  &  evangelism 


Pray  for  Daniel  4 
Claudia  Hood,  mis¬ 
sionaries  ministering  to 
North  African  &  Middle 
Eastern  Peoples  througl 
church/home  outreacn 
&  evangelism 


Pray  la  Michael  & 
Patricia  Holyfield.  mis¬ 
sionanes  mastering  to 

European  Peoples 


Pray  for  Bob  &  Amy 

Little,  missionaries  min¬ 
istering  to  Sub-Saharan 
African  Peoples 


Prav  for  Millard  4  Su-  Pray  for  John  4  Melin-  Pray  for  Ttmgthy  4 
san  Jones,  missionaries  da  Kyut  rrsssionaries  Rebecca  LightMY, 

minisumngto  East  Asian  m^/fronc)  to  European 
Peoples  gvough  student  Pc-^te  tfeugh^sorv 


inied  vi  the  Housetops  prayer  calendar  are  currency  active  m  2-4  year  terms  or  m  career  service 


1/5/93 

MISS  MELEAH  D. 
PEACOCK 

Parents:  Kevin  &  Brenda 
European  Peoples 


1/3/96 

MISS  KATELYN  R.  BROWN 
Parents:  Donald  &  Donna 
European  Peoples 


e  "I  L// 

single-parent 


1/4/12 

MR.  TITUS  D. 
Parents:  K&C 
Restricted 


1/16/95 
MR.  AUSTIN 
Parents:  Jerry  S  Kelly 
Restricted 


1/18/12  ^ 
MR.  TATE 
Parents:  L  &  L 
Restiicted 


1/04/1 1 

MISS  RYLEIGH  ROBERTS 
Parents:  Steve  &  Nickoiee 
Sub-Sarahan  African 
Peoples 


FEBRUARY  28  -  MARCH  1 

CENTRAL  HILLS  BAPTIST  RETREATS 

for  parents  & 

children  (ages  6-10) 
free  day  care  provided  for  5  &  under 


1/21/97 

MR.  CALEB  E.  HOLYFIELD 
Parents:  Michael  4  Patricia 
European  Peoples 


1/13/05 

MR.  ISAAC  BEAMAN 
Patents:  Brad  &  Lenora 
Last  Frontier 


1/27/00 

MISS  AIMEE  YEAGER 
Parents:  Tommy  &  Jennifer 
Last  Frontier 


FOR  SECURITY,  cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to: 
1.  MBCB  WMU  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 
PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMU. 
i  AnT'ic'rc  Individual  cards  do  not  need  postage  stamps  when  sent  as  a 
)A1  1  lo  1  o  package  to  MS  WMU. 

Please  include  your  return  address  on  each  card  envelope.  MKs  and  their  parents 
may  wish  to  send you  an  update  or  note  of  appreciation. 


Churches  called  to  action  for  growing  military  crisis 


NEWBERRY,  Mass.  (BP)  -  Kimberlv 
Ruoceo  never  received  the  phone  call 
that  so  many  military  families  fear,  par¬ 
ticularly  during  war  times.  Her  husband, 
Mai.  John  Ruocco,  served  multiple  tours 
of  duty'  as  a  Top  Gun  Marine  Cobra  he¬ 
licopter  pilot,  flying  as  many  as  75  mis¬ 
sions  on  one  deployment  in  lraq.  He  al¬ 
ways  came  home. 

Maj.  Ruocco  graduated  number  one  in 
light  school  before  the  Marines  assigned 
tim  to  a  North  Carolina  base.  The  young 
luoccos  started  their  family  while  settling 
nto  military  life.  During  that  time,  the 
nilitary  suffered  multiple  Cobra  mishaps, 
ind  Maj.  Ruocco  lost  eight  colleagues. 

Their  young  family  also  faced  three 
vacuations  due  to  hurricanes.  Kimberly 
lescribes  that  time  as  having  ‘h  lot  of 


!!  id  her  husband's  first  major  de- 
n,  Kimberly  said.  Her  first  inclina- 
s  to  protect  him,  knowing  that  his 
!  could  cost  him  his  career, 
id  watched  him  work  so  hard  to  get 
le  was,”  she  said. 

1  no  apparent  outlet  for  as- 
e,  Kimberly  ’  her  ’  -'-and 
and  prayed  ...c 

lion.”  The  Marine  thought  he  had 
inal  weakness  and  vowed  not  to 
ippen  again. 

Ruocco's  career  continued  10 
ears  and  included  a  Pentagon  as- 
nt.  The  couple  had  begun  talking 
eaving  the  Marine  Corps.  Then 
lappened.  "This  is  going  to  change 
hing  for  us,”  Kimberly  remembered 
isband  saying. 

Thanksgiving  2004,  Maj.  Ruocco 
tateside  following  another  deploy- 
A  major  airline  had  turned  him 
for  a  job.  The  squadron  had  moved 
Pennsylvania,  near  his  Massachu- 
lome,  to  California.  'Hie  depression 
utiety  came  back. 

*  holidays  were  miserable  before 
luocco  went  to  California  to  join  his 
ron.  On  Super  Bowl  Sunday  in  Feb- 
2005  after  Ruocco’s  favorite  team, 
•w  England  Patriots  had  won,  Kim- 
alled  her  husband, 
had  stayed  alone  in  his  hotel  room 
dn’t  watch  the  game.  “That's  when 


Suicide  crisis  line 
civilians  and  military  families 
(800)  Z7342S6 
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CammlMM.  P  0  Bo*  70,  Koaauako.  MS  39090 

STUOENT  MM8TER  -  HEUCKS  RETREAT 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  OP  BROOKHAVEN. 

MS  IS  SEEKMG  PART-TIME  STUDENT 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HILLCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  DYERS- 
BURG.  TN.  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL  TIME 
PASTOR.  Must  have  a  Bachelor  s  Degree 
and  graduated  hxn  a  Southern  Baptist  5em»- 
nary  Send  resume  and  other  information 
to  Pastor  Search  Committee.  Htflcrest  Baptist 
Church.  825  Hilterest  Ave .  Dyershurg  TN 
38024  or  emart  jhomer@cabteone  net 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of  MT  OLIVE 
IS  MOW  ACCEPTING  RESUMES  FOR  A 
FULL-TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OF 
STUDENTS  A  FAMILY  MINISTRIES  Please 
sutomrt  resumes  or  questions  by  e-marf  to 
org 

ATTENTION  CHURCH  LEADERS  TEXT 
MESSAGE  ALERTING  CAN  REACH  100 
OR  1000  CHURCH  MEMBERS  WITHIN 

MRIUTES  Most  text  messages  are  read 
wOhm  mmutes  and  most  everyone  hat  a  cel 
phone  It's  easy  affordable  and  eftectrve 
See  how  your  church  can  benefit  Cal  or 
email  Tom  Parser  at  1-888-968-6186  or 
PartertaQSuddenfcnk  net 
NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY.  INC  , 
OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND  Also  Chun*  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals  For  more  information  call 
662  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  662-455-6743 
GET  AWAY  AT  BETSY’S  LIL  CABINS 
call  tor  a  brochure  601-940*841 


GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  Health 
Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements  Can 
1-800-541-8196  or  visit  wwwTumerlnsuran- 

ce Online  com  _ 

WINDOW  AMO  SCREEN  SHOP  -  WIN- 
DOWS  ANO  storm  windows  bwR  to  At  your 
opening  Plus  new  window  screens  and 
rescreen  ok)  screens  Cal  Tom  Coofc  601- 
709-4879 

GATLMBURG  RENTALS:  Cabin  $95  nrte 
and  Condo  $75/«te  Contact  832  922  0401 
or  E-mail  pdiw4760@att  net  for  information 

and  booking _ 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE 
ESTIMATES.  Davis  Upholstery  Quitman 

Miss  ,  phone  601 -776661 7 _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  INC.,  serving  MS 
A  AL  snce  1992  CaM  800605-2970 
SEBREN  S  SIDING  www  sebrenhomeim- 
pcovement  com  Christian  owned  Don  A  Rita 
Sebren  601-992-2092  All  home  improve¬ 
ments.  siding  energy  efficient  windows 
metal  A  shingle  roofs, screen  A  sunrooms 
pabo  covers  decks,  room  addRions,  kitchen 
A  bath  upgrades 


STAINED  GLASS:  new  windows  and 
repars  Hopper  Stared  Glass,  Jackaon 
601-502-0202 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 


Find  it  in  the  One  who  is, the  way,  truth, .and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  Cod 
in  your  own  words: 
Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
3.  I  believe  )esus  died  and  rose  from  the 
,grave  lo  forgive  mv  sins  and  to  restore 
mv  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  |esus.) 
faith,  I  invite  |esus  Christ  into  my  life. 
)’n,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
gpiiii  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  im  Savior  and  Lord.) 
"ffhL  ma^R  him,  to  them  he  gave  the  rif>ht  to  bet  o me  <  hildren  of 

tind,  even  to  those  who  believe  in  his  name."  tlohn  1:12) 
If  you  make  a  deiision  for  Christ  today,  (nnt.ul  a  local  Southern  Baptist  churth 

.  for  spiritual  guidance. 


SANDY 

cont.  from  p.  1 

eottegiatespring  break  initial 
tive  working  on  Staten  Island 
during  the  recovery  phase. 

Baptist  disaster  relief  lead¬ 
ers  are  calling  on  college  stu¬ 
dents  again  this  year,  hoping 
that  teams  from  across  North 
America  will  use  part  of  their 
Christmas  and  spring  breaks 
to  assist  homeowners  still 
rebuilding  after  Sandy.  A  to¬ 
tal  of  816  college  students 
representing  67  colleges  and 
church  groups  responded 
during  Christmas  and  spring 
breaks  last  year  to  serve 
Sandy  survivors.  They  came 
from  30  states  and  two  Cana¬ 
dian  provinces. 

To  learn  more  about  the 
student  project,  visit  http:// 
www.namb.net/Sandy/ 

Sandy  Rebuild  is  a  two- 
year  partnership  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  and  North  Carolina 


"These  people  were 
thanking  me  for  allow¬ 
ing  them  to  help  me.  I 
cogldn't  understand  it. 

A  typical  New  Yorker 
doesn’t  understand  some¬ 
thing  like  that ...  They  just 
kept  giving  and  giving 
and  giving.' 

Frank  Primiani 

Hurricane  Sandy  eurvivor 

Baptist  Men,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Baptist  Convention 
of  New  York,  Metro  New  York 
Association,  New  Jersey  Net, 
and  local  churches. 

The  goal  is  to  help  restore 
communities  not  only  physi¬ 
cally  but  also  spiritually.  The 
bulk  of  the  work  is  on  Long 
Island.  Projects  also  are  on¬ 
going  on  Staten  Island  and  in 
Allenwood,  N.J. 

Cole  said  Primiani  was 


gracious  and  wanted  to  work  I 
alongside  them.  Because  of 
Primiani’s  illness,  Cole  would 
guide  him  away  from  the 
physical  labor.  It  was  during  m 
these  times  that  Cole  was  able  v, 
to  answer  Primiani’s  ques¬ 
tions  about  a  relationship 
with  Christ. 

"These  people  were  thank¬ 
ing  me  for  allowing  them  to 
help  me,"  Primiani  said.  “I 
couldn't  understand  it.  A  typi¬ 
cal  New  Yorker  doesn’t  un¬ 
derstand  something  like  that. 
They  wouldn't  accept  pay  so  I 
would  order  them  pizzas  and 
offer  some  kind  of  gesture  to 
pay  them  back.  They  just  kept 
giving  and  giving  and  giving." 

Primiani  said  ne  saw  Christ 
through  the  volunteers  and 
wanted  what  they  had.  “I 
didn't  need  to  see  the  wounds 
on  His  hands.  His  work  spoke 
for  itself.  That  was  enough  for 
me.  I  felt  obligated  to  search 
out  God  and  to  find  out  what 
it’s  all  about.  I'm  glad  that  I 
did.  Finally  I  got  it. 


TYPHOON 

cont  from  p.  1 

the  people  they  serve  during  the 
disaster,  and  be  there  for  them 
in  the  aftermath. 

Mark  Moses,  also  an  1MB  j 
representative,  reported  that 
the  worst  of  the  storm  had  hit 
his  city  in  Panay  Island.  “Winds 
were  very  strong,  but  fortunate¬ 
ly  the  storm  was  fast-moving,  so 
no  prolonged  rains  that  could 
have  caused  massive  flooding. 
Still,  local  flooding  in  low  areas 
is  likely." 

All  International  Mission 
Board  personnel  have  been 
accounted  for  as  well  as  IMB 
national  partners. 

The  IMB  workers  asked  for 
prayer  for  people  living  along 
the  coastlines  who  have  faced 
the  threat  of  storm  surges  and 
for  prayer  for  opportunities  to 
share  about  God's  purposes. 


MEDICARE  jCD  or  IRA  | 

Supplement  |  Maturing? , 


SAVE  up  To 

40% 

O’Mire 
Financial 
L  Services 
1.800.844.3254 


7% 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


BiBX.  iOCilP  H  E 


IVZ  XIFZ  JVGH  GYWS,  GYJX  FG  FX 
LOFGGWV,  IVZ  GYJX  FG  DWYHEWZ 
TYOFXG  GH  XJMMWO,  IVZ  GH  OFXW 
MOHS  GYW  ZWIZ  GYW  GYFOZ  ZIN. 

KJQW  GLWVGN-MHJO:  MHOGN-XFU 
Clue:  F  =  I 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  John  20:27 
By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.©  2005 


MS  POSITIONS 


IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
VICKSBURG.  MS  39180.  IS  SEEKING 
A  FULL-TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR, 
YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Please  send  resume 
to  6949  Highway  61  S.  or  e-mak  8*  church 

al  ibc_secreiaryig6ellsoutti  nel _ 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  KOSCIUSKO. 
MS  IS  SEEKMG  2  FULL  TME  POSITIONS:  A 
FULL  TIE  CHLDREN'S  MINISTER  ANO  A 
T»e  YOUTH  MMISTER  Phase  send 


RED  BANKS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  RED 
BANKS,  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC  WHO  WILL  ALSO  BE  ABLE  TO  AS¬ 
SIST  THE  PASTOR  WITH  OUTREACH  MIN¬ 
ISTRY  THROUGHOUT  THE  COMMUNITY 
Sard  resumes  to  Jonathan  Childress.  139 
N  Red  Banks  Rd..  Red  Banks,  MS  38661  or 

E-mail  Ihe  church  alRBBC1B48@oul)ook  com 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  COLDWATER 
IS  SEEKING  A  FULL-TWE  YOUTH  ANO 


fca*)wals>@belaouh  n«  or  mel  to  PO  Bn 

347,  CofcNrater,  MS  38618 _ 

WITH  MANY  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  AS 

PASTOR  and  having  reheated  to  N  MS  I  am 
now  avakahe  tor  pastor,  do  ntenm  work  or  pugat 

supply  Cal  862-350-3867 _ 

TILATOBA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  TILLATOBA 
MS.  YALOBUSHA  ASSOCIATION.  IS  SEEK¬ 
MG  A  BF VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  DIRECTOR. 
Please  send  resume  to  Tlatohe  Bapes  Church 
A*  Muse  Search  Comhaw  POBmIOt. 
Tlatoba.  MS  38961 

BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  WATER 
VALLEY,  MS  B  SEEKING  A  BL  VOCATIONAL 
YOUTH  KM8STER  Please  send  resune  to 
Behei  Baptist  Chnch.  1938  County  Road  220. 
Water  \«tey,  MS  38966. 


link  for  a  moment  of  all  the  devices  Authentic  security  for  the  Christian  reservation.  To  do  that,  we  must  confess  the  Shepherd.  To  focus  solely  on  the  sheep, 
nechanisms  sold  in  our  world  each  day  cannot  be  attained  by  our  own  actions,  our  pride  and  self-reliance  as  sin.  We  must  you  miss  the  greater  truths, 
are  marketed  with  so  called  “security  efforts  or  abilities.  Real  security  can  only  humble  ourselves.  We  must  trust  in  His  The  qualities  of  The  Good  Shepherd 
nd.  Alarm  systems  for  homes  and  care  come  when  we  learn  to  trust  someone  timing  and  His  ways.  are  where  we  should  stop  and  ponder.  He 

billion  dollar  business  in  our  country,  greater  than  ourselves.  If  we  could  go  back  If  you  think  about  it,  it  really  shouldn’t  knows  our  name  (verse  3),  He  goes  ahead 

ever-increasing  numbers,  people  are  in  our  minds  and  catalog  the  times  when  be  that  hard  to  be  secure  in  Cnrist.  Time  of  us  (verse  4),  He  is  the  door  of  the  sheep 

and  time  again  He  has  nroven  Himself  in  (verse  7),  He  will  save  us  and  help  us  find 

our  lives  with  magnificent  faithfulness,  pasture  (verse  9),  He  is  good  to  us  (verse 

He  has  not  only  provided  in  times  of  n)j  He  lays  down  His  life  for  us  (veree  11), 
need,  there  He  is  an  inclusive  Shepherd  with  sheep 
is  also  an  from  every  walk  of  life  (verse  16),  He  speaks 
1  n  ‘ !"  1  *  ®  to  us  (verse  16),  He  will  unify  us  (verse  16), 
number  ot  He  gives  us  eternal  life  and  we  will  never 
nmra  He  die  (verse  28),  and  we  cannot  lose  our  sal- 
varion  (veree  28). 

2u,.an”  Do  you  notice  something  all  the  attri- 
even  be  inn  butes  of  The  Shepherd  have  in  common? 
aware  ”  There  is  not  one  thing  you  or  I  can  do  to 
find  security  in  your  view  of  — ”  -  -  Many  earn  His  favor.  I  cannot  purchase  it  or  pos- 

Ihrist?  Can  we  raise  John  10  times  with-  $***>: enough  to  deserve  it  It  is  all  about 

th  more  Bible  study,  and  the  beautiful  analogy  of  Christ  as  The  in  the  verses  of  John  to,  preachers  and  Him.  Trust  the  Shepherd  and  His  good- 

>ur  even  sharing  our  Good  Shepherd.  Security  for  the  believer  teachers  emphasize  the  qualities  of  the  ness-  He  can  be  busted.  When  the  enemy 

those  goals  are  noble,  cannot  be  bought  with  money,  found  in  a  sheep.  They  will  go  in  great  detail  about  °r  temptation  comes,  call  on  Jesus.  He 
ee  lasting  and  exten-  gun  shop  or  installed  with  a  security  code,  how  sheep  are  stubborn,  smelly  and  not  knows  your  voice  and  yoin  name.  May  God 

son  that  these  or  any  Security  for  the  Christian  is  found  in  Je-  desirable  to  be  around.  I  understand  that,  bless  you  as  you  follow  Him. 

aart  come  up  short  is  sus.  That  of  course,  is  the  challenge  isn't  1  also  understand  it  is  a  picture  of  people 

ting  we  could  ever  do  it?  The  difficulty  you  and  I  sometimes  face  and  more  specifically  of  some  believers.  McKay  is  pastor  of  Harpermlle  Church. 

ure.  is  to  trust  The  Good  Shepherd  without  However  the  greater  focus  should  be  on  Harperville. 


with  gated  entrances.  1  have  often  won-  would  dis 
dered  about  gated  communities.  Do  they  onymous 
keep  bad  things  out  or  do  they  keep  fear  rity  level 
m?  There  is  even  a  disturbing  increase  in  ~ 
gun  sales  in  America.  The  logic  some  have 
B  that  if  everyone  is  armed  with  a  weapon, 
violence  will  decline.  All  of  this  is  indicative 
far  people’s  need  to  feel  safe  and  protected. 

The  Christian  is  not  exempt  from  this 
mentality.  We  all  desire  to  live  free  from 


Christ  was 

_  _  not  where 

that  if  everyone  is  armed  with  a  weapon,  it  should 

'  ’  . !  have  been. 

We  have 
before  us  in 

_ _  this  week’s 

fear  and  want  to  have  security  in  our  day  study  a 


Explore  the  Bible 

with  Bobby  McKay 


me  and  pon 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

with  Evelyn  Gibson 


ail  nil  guuu,  «I1U  uic  » . - — 

®  bS  disturbed  brothers  were  turned  into  re- 
„  demptive  good.  Joseph  became  a  giver, 

an  encourager,  a  lover,  because  he  allowed 
God  to  manage  his  thinking. 

Conflicts  are  tiring  and  discouraging 
when  we  take  our  eyes  off  the  possibilities 
of  what  God  can  do. 

Gibson  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
Church.  Monticello. 


the  brothers  to  the  tiphar,  an  officer  in  Pharaoh  s  army.  tw. 

*^God  is  in  all  things,  and  knows  the  be- 
of  Jacob  This  story  ginning  to  the  end.  uie  Bible  does  not  say 

on  -  God  always  has  Sat  alfthose  things  in  ^bveen  are  going  to 
be  good.  If  we  are  engaged  with  life,  there 
Joseph  was  sent  by  are  rocky  hills  to  climb  with  no  shoes,  and 
■other,  tending  their  wolves  to  kill  with  no  ammunition.  Can 


While  U.S.  Secretary  of 
State  John  Kerry  and  other 
Obama  administration  offi¬ 
cials  are  trumpeting  supposed 
progress  in  nuclear  talks  with 
Iran's  reigning  mullahs,  no 
mention  has  been  made  of 
any  movement  in  the  cases  of 
Abedini  and  his  fellow  prison¬ 
ers  of  conscience. 

The  ACL.1  has  posted  a  new 
petition  for  immediate  inter¬ 
vention  on  Abedini’s  behalf  at 
http://beheardproject.com/ 
saeed#sign. 


ntemational  at-  Abedini  was  one  of  those  ents  w 
pastor  Farshid  converts.  He  turned  from  Is-  lowed  1 
tnearly  three  lam  to  Christ  at  age  20  while  was  fo 
for  his  Chris-  living  in  Iran.  After  estab-  his  wifi 
udge  sentenced  fishing  a  network  ho“*e  f"*hr 
1  years  in  Evin  churches,  he  moved  to  the  tors  an 
ny  aUo  known  U.S.,  where  he  lived  in  the  Raj 
l0st  brutal  pris-  Boise  area  with  his  wife  Nagh-  where 
meh  and  two  children.  who  ai 

where  less  than  On  a  visit  to  Iran  in  Septem-  are  stc 
f  the  population  her  2012  to  lay  the  ground-  Bijnen 
motion  to  Chris-  work  for  an  orphanage,  Abe-  Tehrar 
dangerous  and,  dini  was  arrested  and  handed  a  seve 
converting  from  an  eight-year  prison  sentence,  in  the 
ile  by  death.  Up  until  this  week  his  par-  humar 


ABEDINI 

coot  from  p.  1 


hoped  a  judge  would  reconsider 
his  sentence. 

Present  Truth  reported  the 
judge  stated  the  only  way  he 
would  pardon  and  release  Irani 
was  “if  ne  repented  and  returned 
to  Islam."  The  ministry  reports: 
“He  will  not  accept  this  condi¬ 
tion  and  will  remain  in  prison." 

Other  Christians  serving 
lengthy  sentences  in  Iran  have 
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NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  FOXWORTH.  held  a  reception  fo 
pastorTim  Parker  on  his  10th  anniversary  of  service.  He  is 
seen  with  his  wife  Brenda  andTerry  and  Sherri  Robertson. 


WHITESAND  CHURCH.  JEFF  DAVIS  COUNTY,  held 
its  9th  Bikers  Sunday  Nov.  3.  Shown  are  Hap  Bruce.  Billy 
Frank  Smith,  pastor  Charles  R.  Burnham,  and  Gary  Pike. 


GILLSBURG  CHURCH,  GILLSBURG, 

held  a  blessing  of  the  hunt  dinner  led 
by  Victor  Walsh.  The  entire  congregation 
wore  camouflage  and  selected  Janet 
Matthew,  left,  as  best  dressed  and  Lyn 
dell  Dummett  as  most  camo  head-to-toe. 


EPHESUS  CHURCH.  FOREST,  recently  held  a  deacon 
ordination  service.  Showr  with  pastor  Jim  Everett  are, 
standing.  Ben  Stewart.  Kenneth  Robinaon,  Roger  Bell 
and  Leroy  Callahan;  seated,  Pete  Riser. 


Lauderdale  Association  AMD  Greg  Massey,  former 
pastor  of  CENTRAL  CHURCH.  MERIDIAN,  is  shown 
presenting  current  pastor  Gary  Blair  with  a  plaque  from 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Society  commemorat¬ 
ing  the  church's  125th  anniversary  Oct.  20. 


MISSISSIPPI  ASSOCIATION.  LIBERTY,  hosted  a  women's  day  of  prayer 
Nov.  4.  Shown  are  the  participants. 


V, 

M 

